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INFORMATION AND Project M South 2009
APPLICATION PACKAGE

June 1-27

Hale County, Alabama

“A baffled mind is
an engaged mind.”

(or something like
that)



ABOUT

In 2000 | had the extreme good fortune

to hear architect Samuel Mockbee speak.
Samuel co-founded The Rural Studio for
architecture in Alabama and won the
MacArthur Prize for his work inspiring young
architects to design and build homes

and community buildings in Hale County
Alabama. As | sat watching Samuel’s pre-
sentation, | thought “why isn’t there anything
like this for graphic design?"

By 2001, | had moved from San Francisco
to the coast of Maine intent on creating a
program inspired by The Rural Studio.

2003

The first group of designers arrived in Maine
for a month-long investigation into “Thinking
Wrong” in May of 2003. During that inaugu-
ral program, we produced a publication that
pushed the traditional form and expecta-
tions of a book. The American Institute of
Graphic Arts selected the book as one of
the 50 best designed of the year.

2004

Project M traveled to the Guanacaste
Conservation Area in Costa Rica to do a
communication project for Dan Janzen,

the area's founder. The amazing book that
resulted from this is finished and will, hope-
fully, be published soon.

2005

In addition to working on a project with The
Womens Trust, which does micro-financing
in Ghana, Project M purchased a used
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ambulance and converted it into a rolling
design studio. Our first expedition was to
deliver donated equipment and supplies to
Gulf Coast designers displaced by hurricane
Katrina.

2006

Our project involved a trip in the ambulance
to East Baltimore. Our project, the "This is
not grass" book was printed in February
and will be distributed soon. It is designed
to encourage donations to build parks on
abandoned urban lots in East Baltimore.
See www.thinsisnotgrass.com

2007

This was a breakthrough session for Project
M where we actually produced something
during the 4 week program. Our Buy-a-meter
campaign has been very successful and you
can check it out at www.buyameter.org.

2008

We decided to focus our energy on creating
a permanent Project M Lab in Greensboro,
AL and open it up for other groups to use
during the year. www.projectmlab.com

BUZZ

Articles about Project M have appeared in
GOOD, STEP, HOW, ID, CMYK and Metropolis
magazines.

PURPOSE

To inspire young graphic designers, writers,
photographers and other creative people
that their work can have a positive and
significant impact on the world.



FORMAT

Project M South will be one four week ses-
sion in Greensboro, AL for 8 young creative
people starting June 1 and finishing on
June 27, 2009.

PROGRAM

We certainly live in challenging times.
However, design has the potential to help
shape a sustainable future. As always, the
Project M Team will collaborate on picking
our actual project.

THINKING WRONG

The human brain tends to think along pre-
determined linear thought pathways. Such
linear thinking can inhibit true innovation
and creative exploration. Project M will
encourage, and provide techniques for,
“thinking wrong” to generate new ideas
and design directions.

TUITION

Project M is not a school and has no
tuition. Every attending person will share
the expenses of producing Project M. The
expenses will be $2500 each. Some M'ers
have been very creative about raising this
amount. Contact me for more information.

Travel to and from Greensboro, AL and daily
meals and incidental expenses are in addi-
tion to this amount. Regular group meals
and housing are included.
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WHO SHOULD JOIN PROJECT M?

This program was developed for passionate
young creative people (although all ages are
welcome to apply). Attendees should have
training and skill in either design, writing,
photography or film/video. (Hopefully, more
than one)

HOW TO APPLY?

1. Please tell and show me anything about
you and your work that you would want me
to know or see. (This can be as long or brief
as you need)

2. Explain why you are interested in Project
M. Please be clear and honest. (This is the
important part of the application)

3. Draw nothing. (This doesn’t mean send a
blank sheet of paper)

4. Please mail or email this to me by April
30, 2009 if possible.

Detailed information about logistics and
procedures will follow upon acceptance.

Thank you so much for your interest. Feel
free to contact me with any questions.

John Bielenberg

Project M Founder and Director
john@c2lic.com
207-323-0792 (cell)

www.projectmlab.com



JOHN BIELENBERG

Since 1991, John has produced an ongo-
ing series of projects under the pseudonym
Virtual Telemetrix, Inc. that address issues
related to the practice of graphic design
and Corporate America. The San Francisco
Museum of Modern Art has acquired 6

of the VT projects and staged a Virtual
Telemetrix exhibition and mock IPO (Initial
Public Offering in 2000.

In addition, John was recently nominated
for 2 National Design Awards from the
Cooper-Hewitt Museum, served on the
AIGA National Board of Directors, taught
at California College of the Arts in San
Francisco and has written articles on
design for Communication Arts Magazine,
Critique Magazine, “Looking Closer 2-
Critical Writings on Graphic Design,” and
“Design Issues- How Graphic Design Informs
Society”

John is a member of AGI (Alliance
Graphique International) and is the former
Vice President and Director of the Pop!Tech
Institute, which strives to inspire people to
change the world by fostering visionary con-
versations about the future.

In 2001, John co-founded C2 in San
Francisco with Erik Cox and Greg Galle.

PROJECT M ADVISORS

For the past 7 years, a group of advisors
has been helping to conceive, define and
inspire Project M. They are designers, art-
ists, writers, photographers, and thinkers.
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Sean Adams

Erik Adigard

Bob Aufuldish
Rich Binell

Kim Blanchette
Adam Brodsley
Jeff Caldwell
Michael Carabetta
Art Chantry

Brian Collins

Erik Cox

Marc Diamond MD
Nilus De Matran
Karen Fiss

Greg Galle

Steff Geissbuhler
Bill Grant

Eric Heiman
Jamie Koval

Bruce Lindsey
Michael Mabry
Jim McNulty
Jennifer Morla
Victor John Penner
Sam Perry

Lana Rigsby
Laurie Rosenwald
Greg Samata
Stefan Sagmeister
Thomas Sevcik

Christopher Simmons

Rick valicenti
Michael Vanderbyl
James Victore
MIKE weikert
Chris Williams
Ann Willoughby
Andrew Zolli



